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THE PRESIDENT’S PEN…….JANUARY 2019
Well, here I am, watching old Christmas movies and writing my first note as CVQA President. I feel I am
supposed to lay out my hopes and goals for the year, but doesn’t that seem a bit pretentious? Nevertheless,
I keep coming back to our Guild’s mission statement. In our military years, one of Steve’s unit’s mottos was
“Mission First, People Always.” It reminds me of the phrase in our mission statement, “to benefit and educate
those interested in preserving, continuing, and maintaining such art [of quilting].” Having already worked to
“educate” our members through programs, this year I’d like to concentrate on “benefit”ing our members
through helping us get to know one another better. Our guild is known for its great generosity to others, yet
each month we gain new members who are new to our community of quilters. I’d like to concentrate on
enfolding our new members into our group, and, happily, others have already expressed the same goal for
this year. So…please join us after Tuesday Guild meetings, on months when we don’t have a special
workshop planned, for a Sit, Sew, and Socialize time. Bring a sandwich, or we can send someone out to grab
lunch, and we can share our time and talents and experience with each other! We also have some programs
planned in the coming months that feature our own members.
Additionally, the very best way to spend time with new quilting friends is to sign up for a workshop, and we
have some good ones planned for this year! See Jane Ann at the sign-up table for more information!
Another avenue for friendships is service…on a committee!!! These are the groups that really make our Guild
run, and we have something for every background, talent, and interest!
See you all soon, I hope!
Eileen

2019 CVQA Board

JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS

President
Eileen Sherrill
Nellie Batson 1/3

Mary Dono 1/14

Beth Tatom 1/7

Pat Hickok 1/16

Eleanor Gregory 1/9

Shirley Howard 1/25

Jayne Gunther 1/11

Joyce Bell 1/27

Judy Richardson 1/11

Eileen Sherrill 1/27

1st Vice President
Programs
Jane Ann Wheeler
2nd Vice President
Member Services
Kay Fisher

Patricia Conway 1/28

A NOTE FROM JOYCE

Treasurer
Sheryl Brink

Dear CVQA members,
Secretary
Phyllis Wilburn
Correspondence
Secretary & Newsletter
Claire Bolfing

I was honored to be your President for two years. Yes, there were
challenges, but I enjoyed the tasks at hand. I commend all members for
their many accomplishments that were achieved in 2017 and 2018.
I appreciate all that Board members, chairmen and Guild members did to
help my term in office run so smoothly. Thank you all for my beautiful Kaffe
Fassett fabrics. Now I need to get quilting!!
Thank y'all for an awesome two years.
Lots of Hugs and Keep on Quiltin’,
Joyce

NOTICE!!!
The January 2019
meeting will be
held on Tuesday,
January 8.
Don’t miss it!

Past and present Board members who
worked with Joyce were thrilled to make
a quilt of Joyce’s favorite thing—teapots!

NOTE: Newsletter items for
February issue due
January 15, 2019.

Weather Policy: CVQA
and Evening Stars will not
meet if Williamson County
schools are closed
because of weather.

Send to Claire Bolfing
cvqamail@gmail.com

Please remember that
CVQA MISSION STATEMENT
children under 8 are not
permitted at guild meetings. Cumberland Valley Quilters Association promotes and perpetuates the art of quilting.
The Guild is intended to benefit and educate those interested in preserving, continuing
and maintaining such art. The Guild shall encourage a high standard of design and
technique in all forms of quilting, and shall promote the art of quilting by sponsoring
lectures, workshops and exhibits. The Guild is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.
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Cumberland Valley Quilters Association General Meeting Minutes
December 4, 2018
President Joyce Oberle called the Meeting of the CVQA to order on Tuesday, December 4, 2018 at 10 am.
A motion to accept the minutes of the November 13, 2018, meeting, as printed in the newsletter, was made
by Sheryl Brink and seconded by Rita Stapleton. The motion passed.
Joyce Oberle gave a special thank you to Sharon McLaughlin and her committee for all their work on
today’s Christmas Party.
Announcements:
• Frances Hendrick is having health issues.
• A thank you was read from Colonel Tyson upon receiving his Quilt of Valor at the Franklin Veteran’s
Day Parade.
• Rita Stapleton invited all to attend the new Sit, Sew, and Socialize activity that will follow each
meeting of the Guild.
th
• The January meeting will be held on January 8 .
• The Quilt Show Planning meeting will be on January 16 at St Philip.
rd
• NICU quilts will be held on the 3 Wednesday of January at Quilting Squares.
• Contact Gail Graham if you would like to make a tee shirt quilt (for $$) or know someone who would.
Committee Reports:
Programs—Eileen Sherrill is still looking for a few chairmen for next year – WebMaster, Hospitality,
FaceBook and the Christmas Party.
Ronald McDonald — Sandy Cole reported that 124 blocks were made by members for the North
Carolina flood victims. The sponsors have been overwhelmed by the response and asked if CVQA
could sew the blocks together. A committee will work on this project.
Charity Quilts — Karen Bays announced that CVQA donated 214 quilts, 41 stuffed owls, 96 pillowcases
and 100 filled Christmas stockings in 2018. Penny Archer who is leaving the area, donated batting
and all her 108” backing.
Soldier Quilts — Pat McMahon reported that 102 Quilts of Valor were presented in 2018.
Membership – Lois Bergman presented a special gift to all members with perfect attendance for 2018.
There was no Old Business.
New Business:
Joyce Oberle installed the 2019 Board: Eileen Sherrill, President; Jane Ann Wheeler, First Vice
President; Kay Fisher, Second Vice President; Phyllis Wilburn, Recording Secretary; Claire Bolfing,
Corresponding Secretary; Sheryl Brink, Treasurer.
The Members of the Month were the 2018 Board of Directors.
Show and Tell was held and Mary Dono distributed Door Prizes.
And the Christmas Party commenced!
Respectfully submitted,
Phyllis Wilburn, Recording Secretary
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PROGRAM NEWS

Ladies, let us not forget our UFO’s for the
January program. I hope you have completed
most of your list. I have not! Life just got in the
way. I did the oldest ones first. See you all on
January 8th.
Pat Christinson

Web Sites for 2019 Presenters
PAT YAMIN
http://comequiltwithme.com
For more than 40 years, Pat has been designing quilt patterns and templates, making quilts, judging, leading
quilt seminars, writing quilting books, and teaching. She has an extensive antique quilt collection which is the
driving force behind her creativity.
BARBARA EIKMEIER
http://www.barbsfavorites.com/
Barb returns to Franklin for two days of classes and another wonderful trunk show! The Random Block
Sampler---It’s NOT Random! fills a lecture and all-day class, and she will share her Back-Basting Applique
technique in a half-day class, too!
MARTI MICHELL.
http://frommarti.com/
The beloved designer and teacher from Atlanta is coming to Franklin! Her patterns, books, and templates
(Yours Truly, Inc.) are a staple in every shop!
FRIEDA ANDERSON
https://www.friestyle.com/
Frieda loves Tennessee in the fall, and she’s coming in October! Her hand-dyed silk fabrics and fun methods
for applique will push us even further with a pumpkin wall-hanging. And, she will teach us her award-winning
machine-quilting technique in a second full-day class.
MARK SHERMAN
https://remarkablequilts.com/
Mark wants to take us to another level in a follow-up class, Re-Mark-able Machine Trapunto. Check out his
website for pictures and more info!
Mary Dono has provided
some of the best door
prizes all year! Who
doesn’t have one of her
washcloths now??

Best December party
decorations ever!
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January 8

CVQA UFO Challenge

Pat Christinson and CVQA members

February 5

“Who Holds Our Treasures?”

Lecture by Julie Willmering

March 5

The Random Block Sampler—It’s NOT
Random

Lecture & Trunk Show by
Barbara Eikmeier

March 5

Tuesday Afternoon Workshop: Back
Basting Applique

Tuesday Workshop $20

March 6

Wednesday Workshop: The Random
Block Sampler

Wednesday Workshop $40

April 2

CVQA Round Robin

May 6

Monday Extra Workshop:
Re-MARK-able Machine Trapunto

Taught by Mark Sherman
Workshop $40
Kit $45

May 7

“Getting to Know You”

Presented by CVQA Board

June 4

Come Quilt With Me

Lecture & Trunk Show by Pat Yamin

June 5

Wednesday Workshop: TBD

Workshop $40

June 12

Tuesday Extra Workshop: Barn Quilts
Supplies Included

Taught by Kathleen Hardin
Workshop $40

July 2

CVQA Studio Tour

August 6

A New Look for the Four-Patch Posie

Presented by Valerie Curtis

September 3

The Quilt Made Me Buy It!

Lecture by Marti Michell

September 4

Wednesday Workshop: TBD

Workshop $40

September 31

Monday Extra Workshop: Frieda’s Fun
Free Motion Quilting

Taught by Frieda Anderson
Workshop $40

October 1

TBD

Lecture & Trunk Show by Frieda Anderson

October 1

Tuesday Afternoon Workshop: Autumn
Glory

Workshop $20

November 5

CVQA Quilt Show Review

December 3

CVQA Christmas Party

Cumberland Valley Quilt Association
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EVENING STARS
Evening Stars ! Evening Stars meets at St. Paul’s Barnabas
Center, 506 Fair Street, in downtown Franklin, on the 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Social hour begins at 6:30 p.m. with the program
at 7:00 p.m.

Evening Stars 2019 Programs
January 15

Pet Bed and Pillows

Dale Trask

February 19

Fabric Bottle Opener and Drink Coasters

Rita Stapleton

March 19

Charity String Quilt Top

Carol Fisher

April 16

Craft Mini Iron Carrier

Dianne Sewell

May 21

Continuous Binding and Flanged Binding

Linda Carefelle

June 18

Bingo Tea Party

Carmen Avary

July 20

Kitchen Potholder, Towel, or Scarf

Rhonda Rose

August 20

Reusable Insulated Grocery Bag

Ginabeth Young

September 17

Fabric Origami

Sarah Webster

October 15

Any Occasion Fabric Wreath

Jayne Gunther

November 19

Potluck and 2020 Program Planning

N/A

December

No meeting

Evening Stars’ presenters can provide supply lists and instructions directly to members who plan
to attend. Please refer to your photo directory for the phone number and email address of the
presenter for the month.

In December, we switched out the
quilts on display at Brentwood
Library.

The new theme was bright quilts,
and those displayed were made by
Patsy Elliott, Jacki Manfree,
Carol Stankiewicz, and Rita Stapleton.
Thanks to all of them for sharing
their bright and lively quilts.
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MEMORIES OF OUR DECEMBER PARTY !!
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QUILTING NEWS
CVQA members have already donated time and resources to the We Care project for victims of the wildfires in Northern
California. But there is always more we can do. Sandy Cole wanted to re-print the message on the Crafty Quilter web
site to let us all know what has been done and how we can continue to make contributions. The way to keep on helping
is detailed in the 2nd article on this page.
WE CARE

Thank you for your interest in the WE CARE project.
Our group met today (over 50 people attended in horrible weather) and “processed” over 300 quilts and pillowcases which will be
delivered to the Paradise School District on Monday. There are many still to be processed. We will be making weekly deliveries as
long as we are receiving quilts.
Since its beginning in 2015, WE CARE has delivered over 800 quilts to students victimized by wildfires in Northern California. We only
work with the school districts to assure that the quilts are delivered to students. We have delivered to over 15 school districts in eight
counties. This year alone, we provided over 180 quilts because of the Mendocino Complex and Carr Fires.
Our current focus is obviously the Camp Fire. Many organizations, national and local, have asked to join us in this unprecedented
effort. I am receiving quilts on a daily basis from across the country.I have been working closely with the Paradise School District.
There are currently 4,232 displaced students....pre-school through 12th grade. The number who actually lost homes is not available at
this time, but it is unimaginable. WE CARE has developed a reputation of giving a “gift” to the children which includes a quilt and
pillowcase wrapped with a bow. Even with the overwhelming need, we will keep with our standards.
I have a commitment of over 400 quilts right now from many organizations across the country. However, none come with a pillowcase.
Our group made over 125 pillowcases today. Our needs now would be pillowcases and quilts 42x54 or larger for the 950 middle
school and 1399 high school students. The best quilts are ones suitable for either gender, and we always need boys.
We do not have a website, nor do I want one. Our small little WE CARE group never imagined we would be coordinating a quilting
family this large. But, we are on it and making it happen. As of yesterday, our group is the only one working directly with the Paradise
School District. Finished quilts and pillowcases can be sent to my address:
co/ Kathy Biggi
14280 Bar Ela Ranch Rd.
Grass Valley, CA. 95945
This is NOT a one-time effort. These children will still be homeless well into 2019 and will need comfort quilts, so we will continue until
the quilts stop coming.
Thank you
Kathy Biggi
WE CARE coordinator

My California Home Quilt Pattern
California native, Beth Bryant, has designed a pixelated patchwork quilt called My California Home. Beth is offering this
pattern on Craftsy and donating 100% of the proceeds to the California Community Foundation's Wildfire Relief Fund.
Thanks to Instagram and Amy at Diary of a Quilter, I found out about Beth’s story and
with Amy’s permission, I’m able to share these words with you.
In Beth's words, "I'm a California girl, it is my home. And California is hurting right now.
I hope that my fellow California quilters - those who live here or those who just love the
Golden State - can join together to make a difference in the lives of those affected by
the wildfires in California. I'm a little nervous sending this pattern out into the big wide
world of experienced quilters - any mistakes are mine, and I apologize in advance. I am
so thankful for Amy's willingness to help use her blog, brand and time to facilitate this
fundraising effort. Whether you make it with the blues of the Pacific, the green of its
verdant fields, the yellow and oranges of the desert, or any other combination that
makes you think of your California home, I am so excited for you to make it your own.
Thank you."
https://www.craftsy.com/quilting/patterns/my-california-home-pattern-for-wildfirerelief/659557
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QUILTING ACTIVITIES & COMMITTEE NEWS
QUILTS OF VALOR
What a year for our quilts!!! As of Dec. 31, we awarded 105 quilts to our veterans. I want to share a
note I received from Judge Taylor:
Thank you so much for your enormous contribution to the Veteran’s Treatment Court
and the people we serve. No one would believe the tremendous benefit that has been
derived by our participants by the beautiful quilts provided by you and the other guild
members. May God’s blessing be returned to you for all your time and dedication to
our veterans.
Thank you to all who participated in this year’s presentation. I already have 35 requests for 2019 and
it hasn’t even begun yet. I hope all our members realize what an impact they are having whether it be
funds, donations of fabric, sewing tops, quilting, binding or labeling. Your efforts mean the world to the
veteran who receives your quilt. You are all so special.
Pat

LIBRARY
We will not be having Library on January 8. Look for us at the February 5th meeting.
Thank you to all the people who have donated a lot of really neat books this past year.
I have not processed them all, but plan to have them in our system by February.
I am reading through them before adding them to our Library. Duplicates will be given to the sale
at the Quilt Show in November.
I will be ordering a few book requests with our new budget. Let me know if you have any ideas.
Kathie

RONALD McDONALD QUILT
Committee members are invited to my home on Friday
January 18th from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for Kit Day! We
will prepare the fabric and assemble the two kinds of
kits for the blocks in the Flower Garden quilt. Lunch and
snacks will be provided. Please RSVP to Sandy Cole by
email sandy.cole@comcast.net or text (615) 585-1702
so I can plan lunch. This has been a fun day in the past,
hope you can join us!
Sandy

SIT, SEW, and SOCIALIZE
New for 2019. SIT – SEW - SOCIALIZE has its
first get-together after the guild meeting starting
in January. Bring your lunch and project of
choice. All guild members are encouraged to
participate. This is also a good opportunity for
new members to meet more people in the guild.
Join us in January.
Rita Stapleton

The 2019 Board was sworn in at the
December meeting. They are ready to work!
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QUILTING ACTIVITIES & COMMITTEE NEWS
NIMBLE THIMBLES

SPRING HILL SIT AND SEW
We won't be able to swap with the guild meeting
since the first Tuesday is New Years Day, so I will
have to cancel the event for January as I will be in
the hospital getting my new knee. I will speak to
the regular members to see if they want to pick
another day prior to Jan 21st. I would like to give a
big thank you to Karen for the shout out at the
Christmas party. We are small but we do
eventually turn out a quilt or two. The work
continues. Happy New Year everyone.
Hollie

Nimble Thimbles, which focuses on hand piecing and
hand quilting, meets the 3rd Thursday of the month
from 10 to 2 at the Enrichment Center on Columbia
Road in Franklin (behind the Williamson County Library). Check in at the reception desk and pay $1
(free for Rec Center or Silver Sneakers members). In
December we will meet on the 20th. Open to any guild
member who enjoys hand work. For more info, contact
Chris Guenther (sewincat2000@yahoo.com).

CHARITY QUILTS
2018 was a fantastic year for the Charity Quilt Committee thanks to you, guild members! A record number
of quilts were given out, along with pillowcases, owl buddies, and Santa stockings. I cannot tell you how
many times guild members would show a quilt at “Show and Tell” and then bring it to the charity table to
give away, and other members would give beautiful quilts that they didn’t want. And others helped piece,
quilt, and bind the quilts. It takes help
2018 Charity Quilt Donations
from everyone to produce the volume
PILLOW
OWL Santa stockings
of product that we gave away this
QUILTS
CHARITY
CASES BUDDIES w/ toiletries
year. Let’s try to keep it up for 2019!
38

10

Bridges of Williamson County
Monroe Carroll Children's
Hosp @ WMC
Davis House Child Advocacy
Center

35
32

Our next charity work days will be
Thursday January 10, and January 24
(2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month).
Williamson Medical Center
We meet at the Bethesda Senior
Claiborne Hughes Nursing
Center on Bethesda Road, we start at
Facility
Frances Warpool - Bethesda 9am and go on until about 2pm. Bring
your lunch! Please note that the
senior center
location is in the country and if the
Allen family- house fire victims
weather/roads are bad please do not
Tennessee Kids Belong
risk coming.
Bethesda Library
Thanks, Karen

13

22
33

101

1
5
15
1
32

15
51

28

214

76

41

Love on Wheels
101

2018 TOTAL

2019 CVQA QUILT SHOW UPDATE
Planning for the Quilt Show is going very smoothly. Ann Kesley has vendors lined up. Jill Zollinger and Kim
Gawrys are working on the raffle quilt. Phyllis Wilburn has begun collecting items for the boutique. Peggy Bowker
and Claire Bolfing are collaborating on P.R. Lindsay Castor and Beth Bryant continue to work on the show layout.
Jane Ann Wheeler is getting her computer in fine tune. Much planning is taking place. However, now is a good
time to take a breather and enjoy the holidays.
We will resume planning at our next Quilt Show Meeting, January 16, 2019, at 9:00 a.m. at St. Philip Catholic
Church in downtown Franklin. We hope to see lots of “bright and shiny faces” on that morning.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year,
Joyce and Marianne
Cumberland Valley Quilt Association
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FIBER ART AND QUILT GROUP
Now that the Xmas dust is settling, The Fiber Art Group can share the notes from our December meeting.
First there were not any notes. There was no business but we had a meeting that consisted of food, fun and
drink .We shared ideas of what we want to learn this next year. Our group met at Lindsay Castor’s home.
Everyone brought what they wanted and we
ended up with a wide diversity of refreshments. Our celebration started with food and
ended with food but in between we played the
Saran Wrap Ball game. We had prizes and
Irene Neilan went home with the grand prize
which was a new iron.
Our group is beginning to know one another
more and more which makes us more
determined to share what we all bring to the
table (pardon the pun). Putting the pun fun
aside it was a wonderful gathering of talented
people who really enjoy each other. Can’t wait
for the next year's party! Come and join us.
Our meetings are on the 3rd Thursday of the
month at First Presbyterian Church in
Franklin. The next meeting will be January 17
at 10:00a.m.-12 noon in the Bar Conference
room.

DECEMBER SHOW AND TELL
Monthly and Evening Stars Meetings
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